
CEDA, WUSC/WAGES HOLD MULTI-STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP ON MINERALS 
DEVELOPMENT FUND ACT  

 

During a panel discussion on the Minerals Development Fund Act 

A multi-stakeholder workshop to review various aspects of the Minerals Development Fund Act, 
2016 (Act 912) has taken place in Accra. 

  

The workshop aimed to identify issues for Regulations for the law, produce a roadmap and a 
establish a set of technical working groups for the drafting of the Regulations to facilitate the 
implementation of Act 912. 

  

Participants included key relevant state and non-state actors involved in the management of 
mineral revenues both at the national and sub-national level, namely representatives from 
Government Agencies, Civil Society, Community and Companies. 

  

Among government agencies were representatives from the Ministries of Lands and Natural 
Resources; Local Government & Rural Development; and Finance; Office of the Administrator of 
Stool Lands (OASL); Minerals Commission; Attorney General’s Department; Ghana EITI Multi-
Stake Holder Group; District Assemblies (mining districts) and the Ghana Revenue Authority 
(GRA). 

  

Industry was represented by the Ghana Chamber of Mines and the Ghana National Association of 
Small-scale Miners while Civil Society was represented by the Africa Centre for Energy Policy 
(ACEP)  and Women in Mining. 



  

The others were the Centre for Social Impact Studies (CSIS), Integrated Social Development 
Centre (ISODEC) Ghana and the Natural Resource Governance Institute (NRGI). 

  

The workshop was organized by the Centre for Extractives and Development, Africa (CEDA) with 
the support of the World University Service of Canada (WUSC) under its West African 
Governance & Economic Sustainability in Extractive Areas (WAGES) Project. 

  

It was a follow up to a Technical Roundtable Discussion on Mineral Revenue Management on 
December 5, 2017, which offered fruitful insight into the many challenges of mineral revenue 
management. 

  

Much of the Roundtable’s discussion focused on the MDF Act and its implementation so far and 
the need for the development of Regulations for the smooth implementation of the Act. 

  

In an address to open the workshop, Mr Ben Aryee, who represented the Minister for Lands an 
Natural Resources,  stressed the need for guidelines on the disbursement and use of mineral 
revenues. 

  

The guidelines, Mr Aryee said, would ensure that mining revenues were applied for the benefit of 
the communities where minerals are exploited. 

  

He said the workshop was, therefore, one of the stakeholder engagements that would give a clear 
direction to the implementation of Act 912. 

  

Mr Emmanuel Kuyole, CEDA, noted that although the objectives for the establishment of the MDF 
were well intended, evidence from mining enclaves such as Obuasi, Tarkwa, Prestea and Akwatia, 
among others, showed that the objectives were yet to be realized. 

  



Mr Kuyole said communities lacked basic infrastructure including access to good roads and 
potable water, adding that the utilization of revenues from mineral resources over the past decades 
had not been able to address the basic needs and problems associated with mining. 

  

He  said various reports by the Ghana Extractives Industry Transparency Initiative (GHEITI) 
attested to the challenges surrounding the utilization of mineral royalties at the local level which 
largely resulted from weak alignment between revenues collected and utilization, weak planning 
around mineral revenues,  delays in the release of mineral royalties by central government, 
inadequate systems to support traceability and accountability and the attendant challenges 
associated with resource revenues in general. 

  

In his remarks, Mr Geoffroy Groleau, Project Director, WAGES, noted that Ghana had made a 
significant progress on its decentralization programme. 

  

Mr Groleau said the MDF Act was a timely intervention which the WAGES Project would support 
to push forward the country’s decentralization agenda, adding that supporting efforts to ensure that 
the MDF Act was effectively implemented was within the mandate of the WAGES Project. 

  

Under the WAGES Project, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) is funding a six-year project (2016 to 
2022) which is being implemented through a partnership between World University Service of 
Canada (WUSC) and the Centre for International Studies and Co-operation (CECI). 

  

The WAGES Project is an intervention to break the vicious cycle where local people, especially 
women and the youth, were excluded from the benefits of mining investments and help ensure that 
revenues from mining investments were adequately managed to stimulate economic diversification 
and for national and local governments to better respond to the socio-economic needs of their 
population. 
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