
Today Shadayliea has proven those individuals wrong, 

as she performs her duties in agriculture at an 

exceptional level.  Due to her dedication she has now 

received commendations and support from her family, 

friends and colleagues.   

 

At Ebony Park Heart Academy, Shadayliea has placed 

major focus on animal science.  However since training 

with PROPEL  she has acquired additional skills which 

have allowed her to cross over to crop production.  

She has gained useful training in good agricultural 

practices including seedling production, assessment 

and treatment of the Beat Army Worm, application of 

soluble fertilizers for various crops and propagation of 

tissue culture plants among other activities.  

 

While working with PROPEL Shadayliea has 

successfully produced over 50 trays of onions (14,400 

seedlings) and  180 trays of 2nd culture ginger (9000 

plantlets).   These seedlings and plantlets will be used  

 

Shadayliea Dixon is a 17 year old first year 

student at the Ebony Park Heart Academy 

where she is pursuing a Level 2 Certificate in 

General Agriculture.  Based on her passion for 

the field, her assessors recommended her to 

WUSC Caribbean.  In March 2017, Shadayliea 

joined the PROPEL project as a technical lead 

for the Office Nursery under the supervision of 

Mr Alvin Murray, the Country Coordinator and 

Senior Agricultural Coordinator for PROPEL in 

Jamaica.  “hadayliea’s main responsibility is for 

general nursery management with duties  

including seedling propagation for onions and 

2nd culture ginger, plant fertilization and 

integrated pest and nutrient management 

through the use of the PH & EC Meters.  

 

PROPEL CASE STUDY #14 

Shadayliea Dixon: Budding Young Female Nursery Operator and Agronomist 

Realizing her Dream through the Inclusive Market System  

Shadayliea has always been interested in agriculture from a tender age. She started her home 

garden planting seeds from her other’s kitchen and then found great interest in agricultural 

science while attending high school. Like many females interested in agriculture, some of her family 

members discouraged her from entering the field.  In Jamaica, it is commonly thought that 

agriculture is a a ’s job  and some expressed that she was too beautiful to be doing agriculture.  

 

 

by the project to support producers on demonstration plots. This is a major part of the inclusive 

market systems approach promoted by PROPEL to increase the production of onions and ginger in 

Jamaica.  The plantlets will be made available to producers island wide through contractual 

arrangements with buyers while the fresh crops produced will end up reaching high value markets 

and consumers. 



In Jamaica, PROPEL is providing technical support and capacity building to the Knox 

Community College, Knockalva Agricultural School and the College of Agriculture 

Science and Education and the 4H Club.  

Cheryl’s e  far  isited by  

The Promotion of Regional Opportunities for Produce Through Enterprises and Linkages (PROPEL) project is implemented by World University 

Services of Canada (WUSC), with the financial support of donors and from the Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada (GAC). 

When asked what motivates her, Shadayliea shares her lifetime philosophy, 
  

Never underestimate the power of a strong black wo a .   
 

She believes that dedicated young women, like herself,  have a great role to play in the agricultural 

sector, especially in relation to adhering to the good agricultural practices which result in meeting 

the quality and quantity demands of the high value markets.  She acknowledges that these tasks are 

time consuming and require significant attention to detail but the outcome is worth it.  She also 

believes that more organizations like WUSC Caribbean PROPEL should provide similar opportunities 

for other women that will expose them to the modern agricultural practices and technologies that 

will see them contributing more to the sector.  

Shadayliea now sees herself as a champion for other 

women in agriculture.  she now plants similar crops on 

her farm at home and as is able to share her 

knowledge and experience as a young women 

contributing to the agriculture sector. 

 

Shadayliea initially propagated seedlings to sell to 

community producers but stopped when she was not 

able to cover the costs required to acquire the inputs.  

Since joining PROPEL, she is now better equipped to 

successfully operate her own nursery as a sustainable 

business while reaping the financial benefits.  

 

As next steps, Shadayliea plans to complete her 

studies in agriculture and then start her own 

greenhouse operation supplying producers with 

disease free planting materials and local fresh 

produce to and the high value buyers and consumers.  

 

Youth empowerment and  gender equality are two cross-cutting themes of the PROPEL project.  

To that end, PROPEL is working with various youth and o e ’s groups to help them create 

opportunities for them in agriculture.  Through internships, PROPEL seeks to engage more young 

women like Shadayliea to help support and facilitate their participation and development.  The 

sustainability of the projects outcomes can be ensured through the offering of similar experiences 

to young women and men in nursery operation and other areas of fresh crop production  


